LE TTERS AND ADDRESSES.
The writer and his subject are well met, and the result cannot fail to be valuable to the truth of American military history, and will assist to assign his just place therein to the Patriot Soldier from whose newly made grave we have but just returned.
The circular sent me suggests a few words in response, and, whilst fully conscious of my unfit-ness to give judgment upon the professional ability of General Hancock, there are phases in his character and career to which with affectionate admiration I venture to refer, and in the same spirit as I would place upon his bier a branch of laurel or of oak in token of his military valor or his civic worth.
In an age of mercenary forces and luxurious tendencies, he was wholly disdainful of the attractions of wealth or the arts that gain or keep it. High above the seductions of gainful pursuits he held aloft the standard of his profession, nor ever suffered it to be lowered in the public eye.
Whilst his shield bore many a mark of blows received in conflict, he laid it down in death as free from stain, as unsullied by mean imputation, or even suspicion, as when he first uplifted it in life's morning march.
In a juncture of great difficulty and public danger, when our political institutions seemed to I would accept money sooner than from you. I thank you for the delicate way in General Hancock.    Ien, andatriotic conduct is due, if not to him, to the friends of law and justice throughout the country. Of such an act as his, at such a time, it is but fit that the dignity should be vindicated and the virtue proclaimed, so that its value as an example may not be lost to the nation.
